Travis County Democratic Party



  
          May 27, 2009

Resolution concerning Lady Bird Lake and the Waterfront Overlay District

Whereas, Lady Bird Johnson’s vision to turn the Colorado River Corridor from Longhorn damn to Tom Miller damn into a great urban park has resulted in our wonderful Town Lake Park, and

Whereas, the beautiful quality of this urban amenity is dependent on the open green spaces provided along the shores of Town Lake, the preservation of the scenic vistas to our hill country and the public’s access to the shoreline, and

Whereas, in the 1980’s several intrusive high rise buildings were built to close and to tall along the lake front threatening the unique character of the waterfront, and

Whereas, the community recognizing the negative impact of such projects, developed the Town Lake Corridor Study that set appropriate guidelines for responsible development along the lakefront and which were the basis for the 1986 Waterfront Overlay ordinance that was to govern all development along the shoreline, and 

Whereas the 1999 “Planing English” re-write of the Austin Land Development code resulted in major changes in the Waterfront Overlay ordinance that weakened the safe guards of the 1986 code, and

Whereas the Austin City Council has recognized this problem and created the Waterfront Overlay Task Force to review the changes in the code and make recommendations to re-establish the intent of the 1986 code, and 

Whereas the Waterfront Overlay Task Force has recommended that the provisions of the 1986 code that were removed in 1999 be re-instated, including re-establishing the Waterfront Planning Advisory Board, the inclusion of the sub-district maximum height limits, the re-instatement of the goals and policies of the Town Lake Corridor Study as the guide to all decisions concerning the waterfront and expressed understanding that the Waterfront Overlay Ordinance should supercede any other provisions of the land development code, and 

Whereas, the 2008 Texas Democratic Party Platform states: “We believe that our lives, homes, communities and county are made secure by the preservation of our precious natural resources and quality of life.” and clearly our Town Lake corridor is a precious natural resource for our community, and 

Whereas the Travis County Democratic Party Executive Committee vote on June 6, 2008 to support SaveTownLake.org’s call to protect the Town Lake Corridor and passed a resolution calling for the City Council to uphold the original purpose of the Waterfront Overlay Ordinance, and now therefore 

Be it resolved that the Travis County Democratic Party Executive Committee strongly supports  the Austin City Council adopting the recommendations of the Waterfront Overlay Task Force by re-instating the protections for the shoreline of Town Lake and the Colorado River Corridor as intended in the 1986 Waterfront Overlay Ordinance, including ensuring that the Waterfront Overlay Ordinance supercedes  Planned Unit Developments and Planned Development Agreements in our Land Development Code. 

Be it further resolved that the Austin City Council is urged not to approve any projects currently in the review process that would violate the intent of the provisions of the 1986 Waterfront Overlay Ordinance.

End of resolution.

